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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553

December 11, 1988

88-661

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU HOLDS COMMENCEMENT
CHARLESTON, IL.--Five hundred Eastern Illinois University graduates
participated in the university's annual fall commencement ceremonies
Sunday, Dec. 11.
During the ceremonies, John White, Jr., of Batavia, was presented
with an honorary Doctor of Laws degree by EIU President Stan Rives.
White is president and chief executive officer of the Illinois
Agricultural Association, Bloomington.
In addition to his executive role with the Illinois Farm Bureau,
White is president of the insurance and investment companies comprising
Country Companies, the Illinois Agriculture Association Trust Company
a~d

AgriVisor Services, Inc.
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White said, "I accept this honorary degree with great pride and I
trust I am worthy of this high honor being bestowed upon me today."
He told the graduates, "'Things turn out best for those who make
the best of the way things turn out,' as was once said by former UCLA
basketball coach John Wooden."
In giving his charge to the class, Rives said, "It is my charge to
you as 1988 graduates of Eastern Illinois University to adopt as your
personal standard 'not who is right, but what is true,' the last
statement made at a 1933 chapel service by the founding president of
the university, Livingston C. Lord, and as inscribed on a plaque
located at the entrance of Old Main."
He encouraged the graduates "to hold hands and stick together" to
meet the challenges of life. He also called upon them to ask their
legislators to support increased funding for education.
" ... We the people of Illinois and of the United States of America
are willing to pay what is necessary to provide vital public services,
and we are no longer willing to support those politicians who would
lead us down the path of debt and deprivation, who would mortgage our
future by failing to provide the needed public resources on a
pay-as-you go basis. We are no longer willing to cheat our kids with
inadequate support for education and burdening them with debt because
we were unwilling to assume our fair share of taxes--the price we pay
for civilization and not cheating our kids. And so to the 41st
president--the Education President--and to the leadership of the
General Assembly of Illinois, we say: Support Education."
Rives comments brought loud applause from the graduates and some
6000 family members and friends gathered for the ceremonies.
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Nancy H. Froelich of Lake Bloomington, chairman of the Board of
Governors of State Colleges and Universities, Eastern's governing
board, told the graduates, "We (the BOG) ask that as you graduate from
the university today you remember the commitment to excellence you
found here at Eastern.
"As you do so, add your voices to those in organizations, like Mr.
White's Illinois Farm Bureau, in the call for adequate support for
education. The opportunities you have gained here through a commitment
to excellence must continue to be extended to those who follow you."
Eastern's Alumni Association President Tom Gaffigan of Decatur, a
1970 Eastern graduate, said, "The eminent historian and author, the
late Dr. D.F. Fleming, a member of Eastern's Class of 1912 and one of
our most distinguished graduates, once said, 'Eastern ministers to many
needs, but most of all to the expansion of the human spirit. When all
else yields to time, this yet remains.
"I think that is one of the best descriptions of what this
university is all about, and I trust it has held true in your time
here."
Eastern Student Body President Michael Riordan of Country Club
Hills asked the graduates to reflect upon their experiences as students
• at Eastern and said, "Take these memories, along with your diploma, and
be proud of your accomplishments at your university."
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